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as the most beautiful place of tho sort that X

have !! in Africa. Wo then returned to
tho veranda, wUuro wo found Utusloogaas
taking advantage of this f.tvorabla opportu-
nity to cloan thoroughly aU the rifles. This
was the pnly work that ho evur did or was
asked to do, for as a Zulu chief It was beneath
his lUgnirr to work with bis hands; but such
as it was he did it verv well. It was a curl.

Ay,".il(l Mr. Mackenzie, "what are Jtatalking about, Alphonrei"
"Talking about!" replied the little" French-

man, Ills eyes still Axed upon Umslopo-an- a,

whoa general appearance seemed to fascinate
him; "why, I talk 0 him"-a- nd ha rudely
pointed 'of ce monsieur noir."

At this everybody began to laugh, and
perceiving that he was the object

of remark, frowned ferociously, for he had a
most lordly dislike of anything likeapersonal

M

ilreani or ou Italian opera than a real tangible
fact; and the sense of unreality was not
l.wionmi wuen we heard ourselves addressed
1 1 good broad Scotch, which, however, I can
not reproduce.

"IIow do you do, slrsf said Mr. Mackenzie.
a gray haired angular man with a kindly face
una rea tmeoks; -- i Dope 1 see you very well.
My natives told me an hour ago tJioy spied
twoconocg with White men in them coming
up the rivur; so we have Just come down to
i:it you."

"And It is very glad that we are to see a
white face aguin, let me tell you," put In the
i.Kiy a charming and refined looking peinoa

We took of! our hats in acknowledgment,
Oivi prooeeu! to introduce ourselves.

"Ami now," said Mr. Mackenzie, "you must
pit bo (iiingiy and weary j so come en, gentle-
men, come on, end right glad wo ere to see
j ou. luo last white that visited us was Al
phonse you wlflsjo Alpbotwe preset tly and
t.iac was a yeir ago."

Meanwhile we bad been walking up tho slopo
of the hlU, tho tower portion of which was
iLincea otr, sometimes with quince fences and
sometimes with rough .tone wull-i- , info Kaffir
Cardous, Just wow (ull of crops of wenlics,
pumiflX pnftjtrjn?, etc. In tho corners of
I iesn gar.dtS!),e groups of neat mushroom,
limped .hutj, occupied by Mr. Mackenzie's
Mihsiou natives, whoso women and children
ramo pouring out to meet U3 as we walked.
Through the center of the gardens ran the
roadway up which wo wero walking. It was
bordered on each sidu by a line of orange
trees, which, although thoy had only been
1 hinted ten years, had in th9 lovely climate
cf tho uplands bolow Mt. ICcnia, the base of
which is about 5,000 feet above tho coast line
lovol, ulready grown to imposing proportions,
mid wero positively laden with golden fruit.
After a stitllsh climb of a quarter of a mile or
no for tho hillside was steep wo camo to a
rplendld quince fence, also covered with
fruit, which iuclosad, Mr. Mackenzie told us,
a spaco of about four acres of ground that
contained lna private garden, house, church
and outbuildings, and, indeed, tho whole hill
tip. And what a garden It was I I have al
ways loved a good garden, and I could have
thrown up my hands for J ;y when I saw Mr.
Mackenzie's, Frnst then were rows upon
rows of standard Europ inn fruit trees, all
Crafted; for on tho top of this hill tha climate
was so tomperato thut vei-- nearly all the
English vegetables, trees and flowers flour
ished luxuriantly, even including several va
rieties of tho applo, which, generally speak
ing, runs to wood in a warm climate and
obstinately declines to fruit. Then there
wero strawberries and tomatoe3 (such toma-
toast) and melons and cucumbers, and ludeod
every sort of vegetable end fruit,

"Well, you have something like a garden I"
1 said, overpowered with admiration not un
touched by envy.

Yes," answered the missionary, "it is a
very good gardco, and ban well repaid my
labor; but it U the climato that I have to
thank. If you stick a paach stone Into the
ground It will bear fruit the fourth year, nnd
a rose cutting will bloom in a year. It is a
lovyly clime."

Just then wo came to a ditch about ten feet
wido and full of water, on tho other eido of
which was a loopholed stone wall eight feet
high, and with sharp flints plentifully set In
mortar on the copm

"There," said Mr. Mackenzlo, pointing to
tho ditch and wall, "tuis is my magnum opus
at least, this and the church, which is the
other side of the house, li tools mo and
twenty natives two years to dig tho t'itchand
build tho wall, but I cover felt safe till it was
done; and now I can defy all the savages in
Africa, for tho spring timt fills the ditch is
insido tue wad, and bubbles out at the top of
tud hill winter and summer alike, end I al
ways hoop a store 01 four months' provisions
in tho house." :

crossing over a plans ana through a very
naiTow opening in tho wall, we entered Into
what Mrs. Mackenzio called her domain
nnn:elyt tho flower garden, the beauty of
whiciii!.) really beyond my power to do-

seiiba. I do not think I ever saw euch roses,
gardenias, o:1 cannulas (all reared from seeds
or cuttings sent from England); nnd there
w.i3 also a patch given up to a collection, of
Lulbous roots, mostly collected by Miss Flos-fii- ?,

Mr. Mackenzie.' little daughter, from the
Eurroundinj country, some" of which wero
surpassingly beautiful. In the middle of thU
garden, and exactly opposite tho veranda, a
beautiful fountain of c!eor water bubbled up
from tho ground, and full into a stone work
basin which had been carefully built to re-
ceive , whenca the overflow found its way
by moans of n drain to the- moat round tho
outor wall, this moat L its turn serving as a
reservoir, whence en unfailing tupply of
wator was available to irrigate oil the gar- -

uens bolow. The house itself, a massivoly
bunt single-storie- building, was roofed with
slabs of stone, and hod a handsome veranda
in front. lb was built on three sides of a
square, tho fourth sido being; taken up by tho
kitchens, which stood separate- from the house

a very good plan in a hot country.. In the
center of this square thus formed was, perhaps,
tho most remarkable object that we had yet
seen in this charming place, and, that was a
singlo treo of the conifer tribe,, variotics of
which grow freely on the highlands of this
part of Africa-- This splendid tree, which Mr.
Mackenzie informed us was a landmark for
fifty miles round,.and which we had ourselves
seen for the lost forty miles of our Journey,
must have been some 300 feet in height, the
trunk measuring about 10 feet in diameter at
a yard from tho ground. For some seventy
feet it rose a beautiful tapering brown pillar
without a single branch, but at that height
splendid dark green boughs, which,, looked at
from below, had the appearanco of gigantic
fern leaves, sprang; out horizontally from the
trunk, projecting right over the house and
flower garden, to- both of which they fur-
nished a grateful proportion of shade, with-
out being so high up offering any impedi-
ment to the passag of light and air.

"What a beautiful tree I" exclaimed Bir
Henry.

"Yes, you aro right; it is a beautiful tree.
There is not another like it in all the country
round, that I know of, answered Mr. Mac-
kenzie. "I call it my watch tower. As you
see, I have a rope ladder, fixed to the- lowest
bough, and if I waut to see anything; that is
going on within fifteen miles or so, all I have
to do is to run up it with a spyglass. But you
must bo hungry, and I am sure the dinner is
cooked. Como in, my friends; it is but a
rough place, but well enough for these savage
parts; and I can tell you what we have got
a French cook!" And bo led th way on to
the veranda.

As I was following him, and wondering
what on earth he could mean by this, there
suddenly appeared through the door that
opened on to tho veranda from the bouse
dapper little man, dressed in a neat blue cot- -

ton suit, and shoes mado of tanned hide, and
remarkable for a bustling air and most enor-
mous black mustaches, shaped into an upward
curve, and coming to a point for all the world
like a pair of buffalo boras.

"Madame bids me to say that dinner ii
sarved. Messieurs, my compliments;" then
suddenly perceiving Umslopogaas, who wai
loitering along after a, and playing with Lis

battleax, be threw up his hands in rstonbb- -

roent Ah, mais quel hommo!" heejacnlatc--
In r rencb, "quel sauvaga atTreux! Take bttl
note of his huge choppait aM the great j il
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ous sight to see the groat' Zulu sitting there
upon tho floor, his buttleax resting against
the wall behind him. whlla his lonir. arista.
emtio looking hands wore busily employed,
delicately, and with the utmost care, cleaning
the mechanism of the breech loaders. He had
a name for each gun. Ono- -a doublo four
bore belonging to Sir Henry was the Thun-
derer; another, my 800 Express, which had a
peculiarly sharp report, was "the little one
who spoko like a whip ;V the Winchester re-
peaters "the women, who talked gSfrht that
you could not toll one word from another;"
the six Martins wore "the common people;"
and so on with them all. It was very curious
to hear him ndilressing each gun as ho cleaned
it, as though it ware an individual, and in a
vein of the quaintest humor. He did the
samo with his battleax, which ho seemed to
look upon as an intimate friend, and to which
ho would at times talk by the hour, going
over all his old adventures with itanddreadfal enough somo of them were. By a
piece of grim humor he had named this ox
"Inkosi-kaas,- " which is tho Zulu word for
chief tainess. For a long wh Ho I could not
make out why he gave it such a name, and at
last Iasked hlm.wben he Informed mo that tho
ax was evidently fominlno, because of hor
womanly habit of prying very deep Into
t'jings, and that sho was clearly a chief tainess
because all mon foil down beroro her, struck
dumb nt tho sight of her beauty and power.
In tho same way ho would consult "Inkosi-kaas- "

if in any dilemma; and when I asked
him why be did' so, he informed me it was
because she must needs be wise, having
"looked into so many people's brains."

I took up the ax and closely examined this
formidable weapon. It was, as I have said,
of thenaturoof a poloax. The haft, made
out of an enormous rhinoceros horn, was
throo feet three inches long, about an Inch
and a quarter thick, and with a knobatUp
end as large as a Maltese orange, left thereat
prevent the hand from slipping. This horn
haft, though so massivo, was as flexible as
cane, and practically unbreakable; but, to
make assurance doublo surest wasCSped
round at intervals of a few inches with copper
wiro nii the parts where tho hand gripe
being thus treated. Just above where the
baft entered the head were scored a number
of llttlo nicks, each nick renresentinir a man
killed in battlo with the weapon. Tha ax it-
self was made of tho most beautiful steel, and
apparently of European manufacture, though
Umslopogaos did not know where it cams
from, having taken it from the hand of tt
chief ho had killed lit battle many year be-
fore. It was not very heavy, the head weigh-
ing two and a half pounds, as nearly mi f
could judge. The cutting part was slightly
concave iu shape not convex, as is generally
the case with savage battleaxos and sharp
as a razor, measuring five and three-quart-

inches across the widest nart From thn
of the ax sprang a stout spike four inches
long, for the last two of which it was hollow,
and shaped like a loather punch, with an
opening for anything forced into the hollow
at the punch end to be pushed out above In
fact, in this respect it exactly resembled a
butcher's poleax. It was with this nunnh
end, as we afterward discovered, that

usually struck when fighting, driv-
ing a neat round hole in his adversary's skull,
and oaly using the broad, cutticcr ed fne
circular sweep, or sometimes In a melee. I
think he considered the punch a neater and
more sportsmanlike tool, and it was for bis
habit of pecking at bis enemv with it that he
got his name of "Woodpecker." Certainly in
his hands it was a terribly efficient one.

Such wos .TJmslopogaas' ax, Inkosi-kaa-

the most remarkable and fntal hand to hand
weapon that I ever saw, and ono that bo
cherished as much as bis own life. It
scarcely ever loft bis band except when he
was eating, and then he always sat with it
under his leg.

Just as I returned his ax to Um3lopogaas
Misj Flossie camo up and took mo off to see
her collection of flowers, African liliums and
blooming shrubs, some of which are very
beautiful, many of the varieties being quito
unknown to me, and also, I believe, to
botanical science. I asked her if she hnd
over seen or beard of tho Goja lily, w hich
central African explorers have told me they
have occasionally mot with, and whose won-
derful loveliness has filled them with astonish-
ment This lily, which tho natives say
blooms only onco in ton 'years, flourishes in
tho most arid soil.

To my great delight Miss Flosslo told mo
that she knew tho flower well, and had tried
to grow it in hor garden, but without suc
cess, adding, howover, that as it should bo in
bloom at this time of year, she thoutrht thnt
she could procure me a specimen. '

Alter tnat 1 fell to asking her if sho was
not lorwly up here among all theso sayngo
people,, and without any companions of her
own age.

"Jxmelyr she said. "Oh. indeed not lam
asJiappy as the day is long, and besides I bavo
TVf own companions."

"And are you never afraid among all these
men!"

"Afraid! . Oh, not thoy never interfere
with me. I think they believe thnt I .m
tfgar" (of the Divinity), "because I am so

'

white and have fair hair. And look her ."
and diving hor little band into tho bodice cf
hor dress she produced a double barreled.
nickel plated Derringer. "I always carry
that loaded, and if anybody tried to touch
me I should shoot him. Oucelshotaleonard
that jumped upon my donkey as I was riding
along. It frightened me Verv much, hut r
shot it in the ear and it fell dead, and I have
its skin upon my bed.

Just then the spies whom our host had sent
out In the morning to find out if there were
airy traces of our Masai friends about

and reported that the country had '

been scoured for fifteen miles round without
a single Elmoran being seen, and that they
believed that those gentry had given up the
pursuit and returned whence thoy come. Mr.
Mackenzie gave a sigh of relief when be heard
this, and so indeed did wo, for wo had had
quite enough of the Masai to last us for some
time. Indeed, the general Opinion was, that
finding we bad reached the mission station in
lafety, they had, knowing its strength, given
hp the pursuit of us as a bad Job. How ill
fudged thnt view was the sequel will show.

After the spies had gone, and Mrs. Mac-
kenzie and Flossie hod retired for night,
Alphonse, the little Frenchman, came out,
and Bir Henry, who is a very good French
scholar, got him to tell us how he came to
visit Central Africa, which he did in a roost
extraordinary lingo, that for the most part I
shall not attempt to reproduce.

"My grandfather," he lgan, "was a soldier
of the guard, and servtd under fcapoleou.
He was in th retreat from Moscow, and
lived for ton days on his own leggings and a
pair be stole from a comrade. Ho u..l to
get drunk be died drunk, and I renumber
playing at drums on hU coffln. My father"

Here we suggest! that bo inigiit skip Lis
ancratry and eoato to the point

"Bien, messieurs r replied this comical lit-
tle man, with a polite bow. "I did only wish
to (fcmonntrm'e that tho military principle is
not heredity y grandfather was a spien- -

iiueriy.
"Parblon !" said Alphonse, "he is angered

ue manes tae grimace, 1 like not his air,
vanish." And be did with considerable rapid
lt7- -

Mr. Mackenzie Jolnod heartily in the shout
of laughter which we indulged iu. "He is a
queer character Alphonse," he said. "By
and by I will tell you his history; In the moan
wunu 10c us try his cooking."

"Might 1 nsk," said Sir Henrv. after we had
eaten a mont excellent dinner, "how you came
to bavo a French cook in thcie wilds?"

"Oh," answered Mrs. Mackenzie, "he ar
rived hero of bis own accord about a year
ago, and asked to be taken into our service,
lie had got into somo trouble In France, and
flod to Zanzibar, where he found an ap
plication nan been made by the French gov
ernment lor his extradition. Whereupon hi
rushed dir. up country, and fell in, whes
nearly starved, with our caravan of men.
who wore bringing us our annual supply of
goods, and waj brought on here. You should
gut him to tell you tho story."

When dinner was ovor wo lit our pipes, and
Sir Ilonry proceeded to give our host a
description of our Journey up hero, ovor
wnii-- no lookoa vory grave.

"It is ovidont to mo," ho sald.'that those
rascally Masai aro following you, and I am
very thankful that you have reached this
house In safety. I do not think that they
will daro to attack you here. It is unfor-
tunate, though, that nearly all my men have
gone down to tho coast with ivory and goods.
There are 200 cf thorn la tho caravan, and the
consequence is that I have not more than
twenty men available for defensive purposes
in case they should attack us. But, still, I
wiH just give a fewordom;" and calling a
bhtck man who was loitering about outside
in the garden, be went to tho window and ad- -
'hesscd him iu a Bwahlli dialect The man
listened, and then salutod and deported.

"I am sure I devout' y hope that we shall
bring no such calamity upon you," said I, anx-
iously, when he had taken bis seat again.
Rather than bring trose bloodthirsty villains
about your ears, we will move on and take
our chance."

"You will do nothing of tho sort If the
Masai como they come, and there is an end
on it; and I think we can give them a pretty
warm greeting. I would' not show any man
the door for all the Masai in the world."

That reminds me," I said, "the consul at
Lamu told me that be bad a letter from you.
hi which you said that a man had arrived here
who reported that he had como across a
white people in the interior. Do you think
that there was any truth in his story I I ask
because I have once or twice in my life heard
rumors from natives who have come down
from the far north of tho existence of such a
race."

Mr. Mackenzie, by way of answer, went
out of the room and returned, bringing with
him a most curious sword. It was long, and
U1 tho blade, which was very thick and
heavy, was, to within a quarter of an inch of
the cutting edge, worked into an ornamental
pattern exactly as we work soft wood with a
fretsaw, the steel, howover, being invariably
pierced iu such a way as not to interfere
with tho strength of the sword. This in itself
was sufficiently curious, but what was still
more so was that all the edges of the hollow
spaces cut through the substance of the
blado were most beautifully inlaid with gold,
which was in some way that I cannot under
stand welded on to tho steel

"Then," said Mr. Mackenzie, "did you ever
see a sword lico thatr

Wo all examined i . and shook our hoods.
"Well, I have got it to show you, baeause

this is what the man who said he had seen
the white people brought with him, and

it does more or le3j give an air of truth
to what I should otherwise have set down as
alio. Look here; I will tell you all that I
know about tho matter, which is not much.
One afternoon, just before sunset, I was sit-

ting on the veranda, when a poor, miserable,
starved looking man came limping up and
squatted down before me. I asked blm

hero he camo from and what he wanted,
and thereon ho plunged into a long, rambling
narrative about how bo belonged to a tribe
far iu tho north, and how his tribe was de-

stroyed by another tribo, and he with a fow
other survivors driven still further north,
past a lako named Lago, Thenco, it appears,
ho made his way to another lake that lay up
in the mountains, 'a lake without a bottom'
ho called it, and here his wife and brother
died of an infectious sickness probably
smallpox whereon the people drove him oat
of their villages into the wilderness, where ho
wandered miserably over mountains for ten
days, after which he got into a dense thorn
forest, and was ono day found there by some
white men who wero hunting, and who took
him to a place where all the people were
white and lived in stone bouses. Here he re-

mained a week abut up in a house, till one
night a man with a white beard, whom he
understood to be a 'medicine man,' came and
inspected him, after which ho was led off and
taken through tho thorn forest to the con-

fines of the wilderness, and given food and
this sword (at least so ha said) and turned
loose."

"Well," said Bir Henry, who had . been
listening with breathless interest, "and what
did ho do then?"

"Ou I he seems, according to his account, to
have gone through sufferings and hardships
innumerable, and to Lave lived for weeks on
roots and berries, and such things as ho could
catch and kUL But tsomohow he did live,
and at lat by aslow degrees made his way
south and reached this place. What the
details of his Journey were I never learned,
for I told him to return on tho morrow, bid-
ding one of my headmen look after him for
the night The headman took him away,
but tho poor man had the itch so badly that
the headman's wife would not have him in
tho hut for fear of catching it, so he was
given a blanket and told to sleep outside. As
it happened, we had a lion hanging about
here just then, and most unhappily bo winded
this unfortunate wanderer, and springing on
him, bit his head almost off without tho
people in the hut knowing anything about it,
and there was an end of him and bis story
about tho white peoplo; and whether or no
there is any truth in it is more than I can toll
you. What do yon think, Mr. (JuatonnainT

I shook my head, and sswered, "I don't
know. There are so many queer things
bidden away in toe Heart or this great con-

tineut that I should be sorry to assert that
there was no truth in it Anyhow, we mean
to try and find out We intend to Journey
to Lekakisera, and thence, if we live to get.'so
far, to this Lake Laga; and if there are any
white people beyond, we will do our to
find them."

w"You are
I

very
, .

venturesome
. . .. neonl.."' . T

sni.I
Dir. Mackenzie, wua a smile, and the suLlort
uropjxxj.

CHAPTER IV.
"

ALPHONSE AJD BIS AHSXTTB.
After dinner we thorouchlr insrjected all

the outbuildings and grounds of the station.
Which f consUer the meat MiccessfU as vii

Absolutely Pure.
This powder 'never varle. A marvel opurlty.Nlrengtlt and wholesomene, jiore

econoinlcil than the ordinary kinils. andcannot besold In comp etltlon with the tuul.tltude of low tent, abort weight, alum or'diOHphate powilerx. Mil mil in rann.
ROYAL RAKfNG P OWDKIt '(..

HJ0 Wall Street, New York,

Kkqmsh PDflvin Linimfint rp.mnvpa
all Hard, Soft, or Calloused Lumps and.
oieiinsiies irom norses, ukxki Spavin
Cui-bs- , Splints, SweenAv, Stifles,
hprains, bore ond, Swollen Throat,
uougnsj etc. save foo by uso of cne
bottle. Every bottle warranted by
uwpn moore uruggifcts; UurkRvillc,
4 1 11 iii'tace. jy

Excitement In Texas.
Great excitement has been caused

m the vicinity of Taris. Tex., hv tho
remarkable recovery of Mr. J. E. Cor-le- y,

who was so helpless he could not
turn 111 Deti, or raise lna liead; every-
body enid he was dyinq of conaunin- -

Discovery was went him. Fi nlinr m.
lief, ho bought a large bottle and a box-
01 Lr. Kind's IVew Life Fills; by the
time he had taken two boxes of Pills
and two bottles of the Discovery, he
was well and had gained in flesh thirty--

six pounds. Trial bottles of this
urent Uiscovery for Consumption free
at vwen a iuoore s.

ilini
Ey II. RIDER 1TAG0ARD.

trrnoii or "kmo aoMMOK'a Mnnr.,"
"liraa TDK WITCH'S HtaO," ETtt

CHAPTER IIJL
THE MISSION STATION.

We made the remains of our rone fnsfc tn
the other canoe, and sat waitinz for the dawn
and congratulating ourselves upon our merci-
ful escape, which really seemed to result
more from the special favor of Providence
than from our own care or prowess. At last
it came, and I have not often been more
grateful to see the light, though, so far as my
cauoe was concerned, It revealed a ghastly
sight There In the bottom of the little boat
lay the unfortunate Askarl. the sime. or
sword, in hu bosom, and the severed hand
griping the handle. I could not bear the
sight, so hauling up the stone which had
Bervcd as an anchor to the other canoe, to
made it fast to tho murdered man and dropped
him overboard, and down he went to the bot
tom, loaving nothing but a train of bubbles
behind him. Alas! when our time comes.
most of us, liko him, leave nothing but bub- -
oies Denma, to show that we have been, and
too bubbles soon burst. Tho hand of his
murderer we threw into the strenm, where it
sank. Tho sword, of which tho handle was
irory, Inlaid with gold (3vidontly Arab

'ork), I kept and used os a hunting knife,
thd vory useful it proved.

iplitg
The Mitsion Station.

Then, a man having been transferred to
my canoe, we once more went on about 11
o'clock. Just as we were thinking of halt-
ing, as usual, to rest, and try to shoot some-
thing to eat, a sudden bend in the river
brought us in sight of a substantial looking
European house, with a veranda round it,
splendidly situated upon a hill, end sur-
rounded by a high stone wall with a ditch on
the outer side. Riht against and over-
shadowing tho house was an enormous pine,
tho top of which we had seen through a glass
for tho last two day., but of course without
knowing that it marked the site of the mis-
sion station. I was the first to see the house,
and could not restrain myself from giving a
be 1 ty cheer, in which the others, Including
the natives, Joined lustily. There was no
thought of baiting now. On we labored, for,
unfortunately, though the house seemed
quite near, it was still a long way off by
river, until at last, by 1 o'clock, we found
ourselves at the bottom Qf the slope on which
the building stood. Running the canoes to
the bank, we disembarked, and were Just
hauling them up on to the shore when we
perceived three figures, dressed in ordinary
English looking clothes, hurrying down
through a grove of trees to meet as.

"A gentleman, a lady, and a little girl!"
ejaculated Good, after suriyln the trio
through his ey fuus, "walking in a civilized
fashion, through a civilized garden, to meet
M In this place. Hang me It this knt tb
most curious thliig we have seen Tet."
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